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Hay Urban District 4 


tieport of the Medical Officer of Health 
1966 


Mir. Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen, 
I beg to submit my report on the sanitary conditions 
and the state of the public health in the Hay Urban District during the year 1966. 


In this report I have endeavoured to deal briefly 
with all matters within my responsibility regarding public health and preventive 
medicine and I have included comments on all the subjects specifically requested in 
Circular 1/67(Wales) by the Welsh Board of Health. 


Section 1. General and Vital Statistics 
NE abi vistivierciere ec seceowesiet 370. GCTCS« 


Population 
Census 1931 eeeoeeevpeeeveeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseeueee 1509. 


Census 4 951 eoervreeeew ee ees eeveee eevee eeeeeeeeee 1252 . 
Census | 961 eeeeeseeeoeveveeeveese#eseeveeeeeeeeesneeeee 4 321 . 
Paatmated Midsummer 1966 oi..ccssocseecieee 1310. 


The Registrar General's estimated population for each of the last ten years is shown 
below: 


Meee 1950. 1959. 1960. 1961. 1962. 1963. 1964. 1965. 1966. 


feerraz0. 81420. 1410 1310 PaO. See 320' 1320 t330- 1310 


Live Births Males. Females. Total. Crude rate per 1000 Pop. 
Legitimate 10+ 9- 19° 
Illegitimate 1. O- ‘is 


11. 9 20 - 1542. 


The corrected birthrate was 18-5 

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and wales was 17.7 

The district rate was therefore higher than the national average and also higher 
than the district death rate. 


Tllegitimacy One illegitimate birth was registered during the year. 


Deaths Males. Females. Total. Crude rate per 1000 Pop. 
TOs 9. 19. TAS 


The corrected deathrate was 8-2. 

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 11.7. 

The district rate was therefore lower than the national average and lower 
that the district birthrate. 


Still Births wales. Females. Total. Rate per 1000 live and still births. 
ais 0. Tie AT-6 


The corresponding rate for the whole of England and wales was 15-4, 
The district rate was therefore higher than the national average. 


Infantile Mortality There were no deaths registered during the year in children of 
under one year of age. 


Total hiortality Rate ceeeeveeeveeveeeve eee eceveeeree ee eevee eee Oe 

Mortality Rate for the whole of England and Wales..... 19.0 

Maternal Deaths. No deaths during the year could be attributed to childbirth, 
which was very satisfactory. 

Maternal Mortality Rate ose eee eoeoeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeee (O}e 


Inhabited Houses The number of inhabited houses was 493 giving an average number 
of 2-7 persons per house. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


httos://archive.org/details/b28847295 


Hay Urban District 


2. 
Deaths from Special Causes. 
Infectious Diseases eoe@eeoeveeveev eevee eeeeeveeeeveeeeeeeee Wad. 
MeO CTy GUUCTOULOSIS secateoscevsnvscceverecse Nil. 
Poeemrarms Of EUDSETCULOSIS csccacwpecesverecsces Nil. 
Cancer eeeeoenveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeaese eee eee @ Five. 
Analysis of Causes of Deaths Mates inwecsmee eka stO> Se Hemalea... 5.5. ive0 Oe 


Males. Females 


Malignant neoplasm, breast Ai Ma Gisape SOs sobre eeavenee Vs 
eee eGns. DETVOUS SYSCEM secoccacsvecceseveedovvcevveccsvcces 1 
MEOEAIOC GIO cca w tre screscccecesasesessesccceedescveccesccccccs 2 
Other heart disease ncn. cia es Aika we ei See sts Coc aes wees ssee ee 2 
Ps SCS hs aiee Se Sa Sensecccre Pence eeserewOcacccorcercccens Ie 
Cs atic sie « elves witle oes tGleiocccctiod eseweecvesosesce O 
EGE ACCLOCTUG Sac ecicstelvscacuesevesveresQeecsccccsccccess | 
4 


Suicide SMRUCEPEDES ete delaleisisiaicieis sel evanalsislel avers alciele osreseciee lide e ediesee se aeecce 


Morturary and Post Morte Facilities During the year, with the kind co-operation 

of the County Welfare Committee, = room at 
Cockroft House continued to be used. Hay R.D.C. also use this building for the same 
purposes. During the year, alternative post mortem facilities were discussed, and 
arrangements were made for future post mortem examinations to be performed at Hereford 
Hospital. 


Section 2. General Provisions of Health Services . 


Public Health Officers There were no changes in your public health officers during the 
year, lic. W.D. Morgans remaining as your Public Health Inspector 


Laboratory Facilities During the year laboratory facilities were available at 
. Hereford, Cardiff, Newport, Carmarthen, Swansea and Brecon. 
All water samples were sent to the Public Health Laboratory at Hereford, whilst any 
investigation required in the control of infectious disease was performed at the 
Public Health Laboratories at Cardiff and Hereford. 
All the milk testing was done by the Public Health Laboratory 
at Carmarthen. 


Wursing and Other Facilities. The County Council is responsible for the provision 

of the ambulance and home nursing services. The 
County also administer the maternity and child welfare clinics, where treatment is 
available for minor ailments, dental, eye and orthopaedic defects. Immunisation 
against diptheria is also carried out at these clinics. 


Hespitals. The hospital needs of the residents of the district for all disease apart 
from infectious disease are provided by Hereford Hospital and Brecon War 
Memorial Hospital. Merthyr Isolation Hospital receive cases of infectious disease. 


Section 3 - Sanitary Circumstances 


Water Supplies 
Pins Radnorshire and North Breconshire Water Board, which was formed in 
August 1965, took. over 211 existing and proposed water supplies on 1st. April,1966, 
when the Urban District Council ceased to be responsible for water supplies in 
their district. 
The following water samples were taken by the Public Health Department and 
the results notified to the Water Board: 
Hay Common Supply : - Number of samples taken aie cee eaeunce 
. Pe) UL Gee SGtaSEaChOry -aersscrivees oe 3 
suspicious DRkk Gest Shae ee 2 
: Ae Oe UNGAbLSLACTOLY® sevessvesoeres Je 
5 
2 
1 


e 


Llangwathen Supply :- Number of samples taken ee he ere 
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SATISLACTOLY.ceccccsccseccces 
suspicious ela) wiennieew-h oyaiche Oi 
MAGI SPAChety . 8G iss ete es es 
TCP GE UEOUSee ASSURE SCPLSL! WN eee cc cc cs cess ecctoasecvssees 493, 
Number of houses supplied irom public mains CPi eis Che pws ene ss sects 
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Hay Area Water Scheme Hey, Unnen DASHEAct. ‘i 
Messrs Grocock and Day of Leicester, the contractors engaged in carrying out 

work on this scheme continued with the lying of mains and the construction of 

reservoirs and pumping stations in the Hay and Painscastle Districts. As from 

1st April 1966 the Radnorshire and North Breconshire Water Board took over the 

management of this scheme. 


Drainage and Sewerage - Hay Sewerage Scheme 


Tenders were invited during the year for carrying out the sewerage disposal 
scheme for thc town of Hay, and the Welsh Office approved the tenders for the various 
parts of the scheme which were accepted by the Council. Most of the administrative 
details were cleared during the year and it was anticipated that actual work would be 
commenced by the contractors early in 1967. 


Public Cleansing 

Twice weekly collection of house and trade refuse is undertaken in the town 
by the Council's lerry and workmen jointly with Hay and Painscastle Rural District 
Councils under the supervision of the Public Health Inspector. The refuse being 
disposed of by controlled tipping on the Clyro refuse tip. 


Sanitary Insvectionof the Area 


The Sanitary inspection of the aren is undertaken by the Public Health 
Inspector and the following details give information for 1965:- 


Nuisances 

Number of complaints reccived ..-ccacccusccee ee Woe sheen ce 
Nuniber of complaints investigated ...eeseerssvecee md 1S 
Number of premises inspected ...... spitite ciate ches vhkbater 36 
Number of pretiises re-visited..ceercoereccencesnenes | 
Number of Preliminary Notices served ....... aisterace ah 5 
Number of Abatement Notices served ...c.cseecssonaee 5 ) 
Drainage 


Number of inspecticns to drainage work ails MispOliss aesterws eres Te 


Offensive Trades 
There are ro orfensive trades in the district. 


Common Lodging Houses 
There are no Common Lodging Houses in the District. 


Licensed Premises _ 
There are & licensed premises. 2 licensed clubs and 3 off-licence shops in the district. 
NWuuber of inspections during 1966 256) -&: Bi 6 16018 38-8: 8 6,9) 2 8 6 @ 82 8 8 8 6 O66 6 @ 8 eee e888 6 10 


Shops 


TEER le pn sia'sisaaWiccadreawacsscvaccsoececiosstecssecees 10 


Caravan Sites 
There are no licensed Caravan Sites in the District. 


Eradication of Bed Bugs 


No cases were investigated during the year. 


Rodent control 

One full-time Rodent Operator is employed by the Council, jointly with Hay and 
Painseastle Rural District Councils and he works under the supervisien of the 
Public Health Inspector. 


Wumber of premises inspected during 1966 .sessececcaccccsccsccsccceces 216 
Humber taf Guauiees Cound Gn feat cde janyins cmmesiemeisaeie omeveccessesvecscecs 64 
Number of premises treated by the Rodent Operator ....secccecccevesceee Af 
Number of premises treated by the Occupier .....ccccecccccececcessseeee 23 
Estimated number of rats killed in 1966 ioe sdiciaivscnsns se 403 
Bamber Of ead Fats Picked Up 37) 1966 nosnudcensiacescrsvecsocsssessses TT 


A total of 16 sewer manholes were treated during the year and 7 showed evidence of 
rat infestation. 7 road gullies were also treated and 4 of these showed rat infestation. 


Legal Proceedings 
No legal Peseta were undertaken by the Council during 1966. 
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Hay Urban District A, 
Section 4. - Housing 


There were 46 applicants on the Council's "Waiting List" for houses at 
31st December 1966 and these could be housed as follows:- 


13 applicants requiring bungalows 


14 bs , 2-bedroom houses 
18 tt u 3-bedroom houses 
4 x # 4-bedroom house. 


Two of the applicants were living in rooms and three in caravans. 
15 applicants were living in houses which were considered to be unfit. 


Housing Grants 
One application for a Discretionary Grant was approved during the year for a total 


of 2400. 0. 0. 
Six applications for Standard Grant were approved during the year for a total of £1,222. 


The following Table shows the number of applications received by the Council for 
Housing Grants during the past four years :- 


1963 1964 1965 1966 
Discretionary Grants 2 ) @) 1 
Standard Grants 4 3 5 6 


Although there was a slight increase in the mumber of applications for 
House Improvement Grants during the year, it is disappointing to note that few 
property owners are taking advantage of this financial aid for the improvement 
of dwellings capable of being brought up to a higher standard of structural 
fitness and providing modern amenities. 


Housing Act 1 
ONG em GEMOLISHEd ..cccccroccesscceceveccccceesecscvecees 


UP TG HOUSES CLOSE oo. cc ccc cr ccccncvccscscsccccssescscees Os 
3)}s Number of unfit houses made fit and houses in which ; 
RENCGHTCE 5 cise scvcasccccccestcnecssencessvucsvecsess 3 
See E Gl Untit houses in temporary UsSe.......sceseresccessccesseces 9 
Se Mamber of houses unfit at the end of the year .....ecccecccccesseses [3 


eo) 


Undertakings were given by the owners of two properties that they would not 
be used for human habitation until brought up to the required standard and this 
work was in hand. 


As circular from the Welsh Office received during the year requests local 
authorities to look into the question of the gipsy population. There are two such 
families in the Urban District which, it would seem, require some consideration 
as to permanent housing, if, as the Secretary of State considers, they are to 
improve amongst other things, their children and education. The circular asked 
local authorities, including County Councils, to treat the problem with some urgency 
regarding the health, welfare, education and housing problems which arise. It is 
suggested that each County Council should take the initiative in assessing the need 
in its area in consultation with the District Councils and decide how the need 
can best be met. The Urbam District Council have been in consultation with the 
County Planning Officer regarding the establishment of a permanent caravan site and 
it may be possible to set aside a portion of the site to house such people where 
they could have better facilities and be under suitable supervision. 


Horest Road Housing Site 


The contract for provision of roads, sewers and water mains was substantially 
completed by the end of the year, and tenders were invited for the erection of 
18 houses and 12 bungalows on the above-named site. 

The 9 plots set aside for private development were all sold and 7 of the developers 
had submitted their building plans. 


Housing Inspections 
Number of housing inspections were made during 1966 eheisia/eusieuies esiswa.0 Des 
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Hay Urban District 5. 


Section 5. Inspection and Supervision of Food 
Milk 


There are two producer/retailers selling milk in the district who hold licences 
for designated milk. There is one dealer selling 7T.T., Pasteurised and Sterilised 


milk who operates from a Dairy situated in the town. 


Meat 


There is one licensed slaughterhouse in the town which is situated at the rear 


of the Butcher's Shop at No. 8 Broad Street. 


@ameer © snspections to the slaughterhouse ..sccsccsccccsencsessscseses 92 

De OT ANSPCOTEE ~f 0c ccs ewe. CACKLCe ecceccecsccccccescece 177 
PES ere fees eas ss sees 659 
Lactose shes ssncea« © 
Pigs et attesele aaa see 1a | 


Carcases and Offal Inspected and Condemned 
in whole or in part. 


Cattle Calves cat Pigs 


Number killed and inspected ATT O 659 127 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis and Cysticercosis 


Whole carcases condemned O @) 4 @) 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 10 O 8 1 


Percentage of the number inspected 


affected with disease other than 
tuberculosis & cysticercosis 56 ~ 1-2 0-80 


tuberculosis only 
whole carcases condemned (@) - @) 4 
Carcases of which some part or organ . ) - O @) 


was condemned 
Percentage of the number inspected 


affected with tuberculosis fe) ~ 6) 0.80 
Cysticercosis 

Carcases of which some part 

or organ was condemned @) - 0 6) 


Cascases submitted to treatment 
by refrigeration fe) ~ ) 9) 


Generalised and totally condemned 6) - @) O 


‘Meat Inspection Regulation 1963 


Horses 


The Hay Urban District Council make the maximum permitted charge under the 


Regulations for inspection of animals at the slaughterhouse :- 


2s. 6d. per beast (other than a calf) 
9d. per calf or pig 
6d. per sheep or lamb. 


UE 2 sols. 
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Hay Urban District 6. 


Meat Inspection (Anendment) Regulations 1966 


In accordance with the requirements of these regulations the following days 
and times of slaughtering at the slaughterhouse were approved by the Council :- 


Mondays O.30LaeM. £O F.0D. Ms 

" {nO “Bitte tO" Ie Op. ils 
Wednesdays 2.0 p.m. to 5.0Op.n. 
Thursdays 250 Pulte tO F.Op.m. 


Other foods 
There are 31 shops dealing in foods in the Urban District and the:e 
are tabulated as follows :- 


Greeeta (Sencral) a.cecevielarccsedoes sess 10 
Greengrocers/Confectioners ...ecessceeeees 2 
GEGEN SLOCEES © cisis pb picsls c's sos eslevews ees 2 
Greengrocers/Fishmongers aetna ts in MEai alia) ee 1816-8 1 
Grocers/Bakers Pisisle Wielelel bie Siishe.s «isles» @ 0.000% 1 
Confectioners/Tobacconists ..sesscesesenes 5 
ROSEMAN s cee cisu cs nlss pvccceeveedceacecss 4 
Has mead CHA SHOP ois wip \ale e's e's's s"s's se a ese ws 2 
BUPENSES Giese snivciesclets os vives sss sesvreres 4 
Poods condemned from shopS:- ..ccccceccvess 84 tins. 
72 lbs. 


Food Preparation rooms (including bakehouses ) 


There are .9 such premises in the district as follows :;:- 
4 butchers preparing pressed, pickled or potted meats 
and sausages. 
4 premises where food is prepared in cafes. 
1 bakery. 
Number of inspections made duing the year Packs s felels elsisiets tek eo 
Mumeer er treliminary Notices Served. wesssscssccssccccvcscssseed 


No special examination of a shop'sstock or consignement of food was necessary 
during the year. 


Ice-Cream premises 


There are 12 Ice-Cream Retailers in the district; 10 of these sell pre-packed 
ice-cream, one is a producer/retailer and one makes his product by the cold-mix. 
Number of inspections made during 1966  ....sccseccecees Ae we 
No samples were submitted for analysis. 

Fried_Fish Shops 
There are two such premises in the district. 
MPS PECGVOUG MAIC 2 iecccecee ns ssieiiwocvccesewcccces 13 


Section6. Prevalence and Control of Infectious Diseases 
The following cases of notifiable infectious diseases were reported to me 


ee  Fiuenzcl pneumonia --- 1 case 


Measles ER TC CROCS 17 cases 


The district was, therefore, reasonably free from infectios diseases. 

No deaths occurred as a result of infectious disease. 

Venereal Disease The County Council has an agreement with the General and Eye 
Hospital, Swansea, for the treatment of these cases. The Tracing of contacts and 
the following up of defaulters is the responsibility of the County Council. 


Tuberculosis The following details show the position as regards tuberculosis in 
recent years. 

Number of cases on Register at commencement of ycar .........16 

Number of fresh cases added during the year ...c.ccccccseeree O 

Number @£ Gases removed duc Go death <sciuicsisseccceserescceves O 

Number of cases removed aS recovered ...ccasvsccsecscceccces | 

Wamber OF Cases Temoved sa Left district s.ccrsccsscenseccses 2 

Number of cases left on Register at end of year......sececeeet3 

The number of notifications in recent years is shown below:- 


1955. 1956. 1957. 1958. 1959. 1960. 1961. 1962. 1963. 1964. 1965. 1966. 
4 6 1 1 2 3 2 4 1 3 2 6) 
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Hay Urban District 
APPENDIX 1. 


Factories Acts 1937 to 1959 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OF ICER OF HEALTH IN RESPECT OF THE YEAR 1966 FOR THE 
URBAN DISTRICT OF HAY IN THE COUNTY OF BRECONSHIRE. 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration of the Factories Act, 193 
Part 1 of the Act 


i. - INSPECTIONS for purpose of provisions as to health (including inspections 
made by Public Health Inspectors) 


Premises Number : Number of 


on Inspect Written | Occupiers 
Register ions Notices | prosecuted. 


cy) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


1. Factories in which Sections 1,2,3, 
4&6 are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities 


41. Factories not included in (1) in 


: 1 i 
which Section 7 is enforced by ? 
. Local. Authority 
141.O0ther premises in which Section 7 
is enforced by the Local Authority ~ - - 
(excluding out-workers' premises) 
Total il) i 9 - = 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more separate 
occasions they should be reckoned as two, three or more cases) 


f 


Number of cases in which defects Number of 
were found { cases in which 
Particulars prosecutions 


were instituted 
6 


om 


dant of cleanliness (Sette) 
Overcrowding (S.2.) 
Unreasonable temperature 


ae 
(S.3.) 
Inadequate Ventilation (S.4.) 2 ee 
Ineffective drainage ae 
of floors (S.6.) 
Sanitary Conveniences(S.7.) ae 
(a) Insufficient 
| posters a 
Wier a 


(b) Unsuitable or defective 
(c) Not separate for sexes 


ee 
foe ee 
Other offences against the 
Act (not including offences 3 3 
‘relating to out-work) 
otal 


There was no outwork done in the district during the year. 
Yours faithfully, 


~.C.R. George, 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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